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ASL ABC/Number story  
 
An ABC story in American Sign Language is a creative way to tell a short story using only the 
handshapes of the ASL alphabet, from A to Z, or Z to A, in order. Each letter becomes part of 
the visual storytelling — for example, the "A" handshape might represent a fist knocking on a 
door, while the "B" could be a flat hand pushing something away. Create your own short story 
using letters of the alphabet in order to practice handshapes! Be creative and make sure your 
story makes sense to the viewer! 

 
  Poor 

3 pts 
Fair 
4 pts 

Excellent 
5 pts 

 

Correct use of ASL 
handshapes  
Sequential Order 

Poor 
 
5 or more letters were omitted 
or signed incorrectly. 5 or more 
were out of order.  

Fair 
 
2-4 letters were omitted or 
signed incorrectly. 2-4 letters 
were out of order  

Excellent 
 
0-1 letters were omitted or 
signed incorrectly. 0-1 letters 
were out of order.  

 

The story is understandable  Poor 
 
There are 3 or more spots that 
do not make sense. 

Fair 
 
There is 1 -2 spots that do not 
make sense.  

Excellent 
 
The story is easy to understand 
the entire way through.  

 

The story is unique and 
creative  
Facial Expressions/NMM/ 
Body Movement 

Poor 
 
It appears as if no thought or 
effort was placed in creating this 
story. Little - no Facial 
Expressions/NMM/Body 
Movement were present 
throughout the story.  

Fair 
 
Some thought was put into 
creating the story. A minimal - 
satisfactory use of Facial 
Expressions/NMM/Body 
Movement were present 
throughout the story.  

Excellent 
 
The story was well thought out 
and creative. An above average 
- exceptional use of Facial 
Expressions/NMM/Body 
Movement were present 
throughout the story.  

 

Fluid story  Poor 
 
The story was not presented 
well, there are several pauses  

Fair 
 
There were slight pauses in the 
presentation.  

Excellent 
 
There were no pauses in the 
presentation.  

 

 
Feedback: 
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